Long spacing collagen in dermal disorders.
Electron microscopic studies of biopsy material from the vulva of six patients with lichen sclerosus et atrophicus and two patients with condyloma latum, and from the skin of the back and shoulder of one patient with scleromyxoedema and the forearm of one patient with macular amyloidosis revealed the presence of long spacing collagen (LSC) of one patient with macular amyloidosis revealed the presence of long spacing collagen (LSC) intermingled with an increased amount of ground substance and extracellular microfibrils. The presence of LSC in condyloma latum is believed not to have been reported previously. The LSC displayed an axial periodicity varying from 1000 to 2000 A. Our studies support the contention that the appearance of LSC is not specific of any disorder, and the formation of LSC is associated with the presence of increased amounts of glycosaminoglycan-rich ground substance and the abundance of microfilaments in the extracellular space.